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Artist Statement

Trained as a printmaker, I work in layers. Drawing, painting, relief printing, and collage make up these layers, all on paper. Watercolor, sumi ink, Asian papers, beeswax, and pastel add visual and tactile elements to the work. Pastel is an especially important component as it expresses the vivid color, delicacy and fragility of the endangered species I portray. Birds, animals, and flight patterns are combined with digital and hand-drawn signifiers of the man-made world, including architectural elements, maps, navigational systems, scientific diagrams, and decorative patterns. The unique handmade mark and images printed in multiples are part of my investigation into the balance between the natural world and the man-made world. I use these motifs to question whether nature and mankind can co-exist peacefully anywhere besides my work. 

Inspired by the imagery of mourning, my work is an elegy to what is irrevocably gone, and what is disappearing in the natural world. Historical natural history images entertained and educated viewers about animals, plants, and places they had never seen. My work is a contemporary natural history chronicle, illustrating the vanished and the soon to vanish. The sheer unbridled abundance of the natural world can be overwhelming to us, but we are inextricably connected to this order of things, bound by the same universal laws. We are not separate from nature. We are nature. My art reminds the viewer of the richness and fragility of the natural world, and the intertwined fate of man and the environment. 
